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•	 For the first time in the history of independent Ukraine, seven months 
before the presidential election, it is difficult to determine not only 
which candidate is most likely to win, but also which candidates will 
make it to the second round.	It now seems impossible that any politi-




















•	 In Ukraine there is a great demand for new faces and people who have 

































•	 The main contenders, apart from the pro-Russian candidates, basi-
cally do not differ in their declared views concerning the country’s 





and	 the	de facto	 loss	of	 these	 territories,	the pro-Russian option, while 
still strong in southern and eastern regions, has been substantially 





strategies	at	this	early	stage	of	the	campaign,	all	make it difficult to pre-




•	 All	 the	 major	 candidates	 for	 President,	 including	 the	 poll	 leaders,	 have	
their	strengths	and	weaknesses.	The	 leader	Yulia Tymoshenko benefits	






































favour	 such	 candidates.	 Secondly,	 although	 it	has	been	difficult	 to	prove	
her	 participation	 in	 corruption	 scandals,	 it	 has	 been	 equally	 difficult	 to	















associate	of	Putin.	Although at present	Tymoshenko may be considered 
the strongest contender in the presidential race, one should also bear 
her limitations in mind, as well as the fact that the presidential camp 
and its state & propaganda machine has not yet started its campaign 
to discredit the former Prime Minister.
•	 The	second	most	popular	candidate	is	Anatoliy Hrytsenko,	a	reserve	colo-









his	 low	negative	 rating	 (less	 than	9%),	 and	 in	 simulations	of	 the	 second-
round	 runoff,	 he	would	 beat	 all	 the	 other	 candidates.	At	 the	 same	 time,	
Hrytsenko’s	financial	resources	are	both	unclear	and	insignificant,	as	evi-
denced	by	his	 lack	of	activity	 in	 the	public	 space.	Hrytsenko,	unlike	Ty-
moshenko	or	Poroshenko,	is	not	a	man	of	means,	so	he	will	be	forced	to	find	
a	‘sponsor’	or	‘group	of	sponsors’,	without	which	he	will	not	be	able	to	run	























based mainly on the fact that he has poor name recognition (although 
that recognition is positively associated), as well as his military expe-







or	fifth	in	the	polls,	his real power also lies in the formal and informal 
influences arising from the office he holds.	The	head	of	state,	at	least	at	
this	stage,	has the support of the most powerful Ukrainian oligarchs 





stituencies,	 to	whom	Poroshenko	will	propose	beneficial	 cooperation	 for	
the	post-electoral	period.	The	current	low	public	support	for	the	president	
derives	 partly	 from	 overly	 inflated	 social	 expectations	 after	 the	 ‘revolu-
tion	of	dignity’,	and	partly	 from	unrealised	promises	and	the	corruption	
scandals	in	which	his	closest	business	partners	are	implicated.	For	these	
reasons,	unless he achieves some new, undeniable successes, the Presi-










































while	 this	 is	unlikely	at	 the	moment,	 it	 cannot	be	 ruled	out	 that	he	will	
abandon	his	candidacy	at	the	turn	of	2019.
•	 There	is	a	certain	probability	that,	in	favourable	circumstances,	a	candi-







channels).	The	 second	 pro-Russian	 politician	 is	 Vadym	 Rabinovych,	 the	
leader	of	For	Life,	an	extreme	populist	party	which	has	no	political	struc-
tures,	and	whose	only	real	 resources	are	 the	NewsOne	 television	station	
and	the	extrovert	personality	of	Rabinovych	himself.	Both	politicians	to-
gether	have	almost	16%	support	in	the	polls,	and	in	recent	weeks	they	have	




a	significant	amount	in	the	south.	If they can team up effectively and put 
forward a single candidate (most likely Boyko), his chances of mak-







more	easily	beat	 a	pro-Russian	candidate	 than	Yulia	Tymoshenko	 in	 the	
second	round	(assuming	he	makes	it	that	far).
•	 It is still too early to say which candidate has the best chance of be-
coming President in spring 2019.	The decisive phase of the campaign 





























































































































































































ation	Engineering	School	 (with	honours);	he	was	a	 lecturer	 there	 from	1984	
to	1992.	His	defective	vision	prevented	him	from	making	a	career	as	a	pilot,	
and	determined	the	analytical	track	of	his	later	professional	career.	From	1992	
to	 1994,	he	was	deputy	head	of	 the	analytical	directorate	of	 the	Science	and	
Research	Centre	of	the	Armed	Forces	of	Ukraine’s	General	Staff.	At	the	same	



































In	2004	he	 joined	Viktor	Yushchenko’s	electoral	 team,	 in	which	he	directed	

















































stance	 towards	Russia	and	 the	self-proclaimed	republics,	 and	said	he	would	
deal	with	corruption	and	the	oligarchic	system	of	power	in	the	country.	How-


























He	 is	married	 to	Maryna	Poroshenko	 (née	Perevedentseva,	 born	 1962),	who	




















































































































































Prime	Minister	 Tymoshenko,	who	 accused	 Boyko	 of	 having	 ties	 to	 RusUkr-






partner	Dmytro	 Firtash,	 had	 participated	 in	 creating	RusUkrEnergo,	which	




































































































Okean	Elzy.	He	 is	 the	 son	 of	 Ivan	Vakarchuk,	 a	 scientist,	 rector	 of	 the	 Ivan	






































appendIx. Support for candidates in the presidential election (August 2018)
  All, %
Percentage of those 
who intend to vote ,%
percentage of those 
who intend to vote 
and have made their 
choice, %
Yulia Tymoshenko 11.1 14.4 17.7
Anatoliy Hrytsenko 6.7 8.7 10.7
Yuriy Boyko 6.4 7.2 8.9
Oleh Lyashko 5.9 6.9 8.5
Petro Poroshenko 5.3 6.8 8.3
Volodymyr Zelenskiy 6.2 6.5 8.0
Svyatoslav Vakarchuk 5.7 6.5 8.0
Vadym Rabinovych 3.7 4.8 5.9
Andriy Sadovyi 1.6 1.9 2.3
Oleh Tiahnybok 1.3 1.7 2.1
Valentyn Nalyvaichenko 1.2 1.5 1.9
Roman Bezsmertnyi 1.1 1.4 1.7
Serhiy Taruta 0.7 0.8 0.9
Arseniy Yatsenyuk 0.8 0.8 0.9
Vitaliy Skotsyk 0.3 0.3 0.3
Another candidate 9.6 11.2 13.8
Hard to say 17.4 18.8  
I would not vote 15.2    
source: Rating Group
